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facts, and to awaken, intensify, and maintain definite emotional states. 
But the "esthetic imperative is merely the necessity of satisfying shape- 
contemplation, to which must be added the emphatic corroboration of our 
dynamic habits," and the function of art is to give a background for our 
ever-changing thoughts. Art is then " conditioned by the desire for 
beauty, while pursuing entirely different aims, and executing any one of a 
variety of wholly independent non-esthetic tasks" (p. 110). It adds a 
value for contemplation to the previously existing values as fact trans- 
mission, nerve and emotion excitant, and practical utility. 

An important part of esthetic effect depends upon the observer him- 
self. Each man develops a group of emphatic and perceptive habits that 
may afterwards be aroused by far other things than those originally 
giving them birth, perhaps by the mere name of " beauty," which operate 
not only to widen the scope of our esthetic appreciations, but also nega- 
tively to inhibit them when objects that have attracted us are set aside by 
some critic as old fashioned or second rate. Through such transfer, the 
contemplation of aspects is differentiated from thinking about things in 
such fashion that, to the genuinely esthetic man, the vicious character of 
subjects of art may be overlooked and he may not even understand moral 
criticism directed against these productions. 

Two points suggest comment in this very readable sketch of esthetic 
problems. In the first place, the author writes always from the standpoint 
of traditional psychology; for example, that we project feelings of activity 
into things " precisely as we project our sensation of red from our own 
eye and mind into the object which has deflected the rays of light in such 
a way as to give us that red sensation " (p. 114), and to one who is outside 
of that point of view many conclusions must be consequently restated and 
some of the problems disappear. And secondly, that the social function 
of art is wholly neglected. Among the many other facts examined it is 
surely not insignificant that the artist wants an audience and that the 
discoverer of something beautiful, whether in art or nature, normally seeks 
to share his discovery with others. It would be ungracious, however, to 
point out such incompleteness in a brief work of this sort were it not for 
the fact that the consideration of social factors might do more than a 
little to help out the very lame final chapter on the usefulness of the de- 
mand for beauty which is here dismissed as a mystery along with such 
mysteries as why our sense organs are what they are and the like, and 
even illumine some of the earlier problems for which individualistic psy- 
chology is severely strained. 

Harold Chapman Brown. 
Leland Stanford Junioe Universitf. 

Lecciones de Metafisica y Etica. Bafael Maria Carrasquilla. Bogota: 

Libreria Americana, 1914. Pp. 324. 

So numerous are the text-books on scholastic philosophy that the ap- 
pearance of a new one is not likely to attract attention. We ought not, 
however, to overlook Dr. Carrasquilla's " Lecciones de Metafisica y Etica," 
recently published. 
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The author has been known for many years as a writer on literary and 
philosophical subjects. He is the president of the Colombian Academy and 
one of the ablest South American writers. 

His " Metafisica " is a clear, attractive, and methodical exposition of 
the principles of scholasticism. It is, however, to another factor that its 
significance is chiefly due. More, perhaps, than any other similar work, 
Dr. Carrasquilla's " Metafisica " illustrates the tendency of the most 
recent neo-scholastic school to examine all modern scientific and philo- 
sophical theories in the light of the scholastic principles. This tendency, 
as is well known, originated with the " Institut Superieur de Philosophic " 
of Louvain. Whereas the first promoters of the neo-scholastic revival had 
limited themselves to a cold exposition of the philosophy of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, neglecting modern theories to such an extent that Cornoldi had 
not feared to call modern philosophy " the pathology of human reason," 
Cardinal Mercier and all the Louvain professors insisted more and more 
upon the necessity of a radical change of attitude. It is this change of 
attitude that Dr. Carrasquilla's work most perfectly illustrates. All 
modern philosophical systems are familiar to the author. The theories of 
James and Dewey are exposed and criticized. The " philosophie nouvelle " 
of Bergson and Le Roy is the occasion of interesting discussions (pp. 
208, 269). 

No less familiar is the author with science. In a chapter dealing with 
the scholastic theory of matter and form, he takes up the subject of radio- 
activity and discusses in the most able manner the nature and properties 
of the electrons, and the various theories to which their existence has 
given rise (pp. 170-171). Further on, in a chapter dealing with life and 
living organisms (pp. 179 ff.), we find an exposition of the nature and 
properties of the cell, which could easily find a place in a text-book of 
embryology. No doubt the author is right when he asserts that " if a young 
man who has learned the philosophy of St. Thomas becomes a materialist 
when he later studies medicine, he can not adduce ignorance as an excuse, 
nor blame his teachers of philosophy" (p. 7). 

Dr. Carrasquilla's work ought to be read by all those who are interested 
in the neo-scholastic revival. With regard to the value of the work as a 
text-book, I will limit myself to quoting the following lines from the emi- 
nent South American educator, Martin Restrepo Mejia : " Better text- 
books on the subject could perhaps be written; but, at present, there does 
not exist in Spanish any text-book which surpasses it in exactness, preci- 
sion, and clearness, which are the supreme qualities in a didactic work." 

J. L. Perrier. 
Brooklyn. 
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REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. February, 1915. Les sciences morales 
et sociales et la, oiologie humaine (pp. 97-136) : Dr. Grasset. - " Human 
Biology — which ought to be as essentially distinguished from animal 
biology as the latter is from plant biology — affords to the moral and 



